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In Goo Lee, YuJin Paek: Parents” behavior related to the use of over-the-counter analgesics for elementary school children - focused in elementary school in Seoul

Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of study subjects N(%)
Variables AN=212) B(N=179) C (N=239) Total (N=630)
Age (yrs) Mean £ SD 38.1+4.1 38.6+39 38.6+3.9 38.4+4.3
Relation
Father 42(19.8) 23(12.8) 32(134) 97(15.4)
Mother 166 (78.3) 156 (87.2) 203(84.9) 525(83.3)
Child’s age (yrs) Mean + SD 94+19 9.6+20 96+19 9.6+2.3
Child’s sex
Male 102(48.1) A (52.5) 122(51.0) 318(50.5)
Female 104(49.1) 84(46.9) 115(48.1) 302(47.9)
Marital status
Married 188(88.7) 168(93.9) 232(97.1) 588(93.3)
Widowed or divorced 9( 14 8( 11 5( 13 22(13)
Education t
Primary 10( 47) 0oC 0 4( 17 14( 2.2)
Middle 26(12.3) 1( 0.6) 3( 13 30( 4.8
High 122(57.5) 54(30.2) 103(43.1) 279 (44 3)
College 47(22.2) 122(68.2) 127(53.1) 296 (47.0)
Religion™
Buddism 60(28.3) 36(20.1) 53(22.2) 149(23.7)
Protestant 64(30.2) 56(31.3) 66 (27.6) 186(29.5)
Catholic 15(17.1) 33(18.4) 40(16.7) 88(14.0)
No 64(30.2) 47(26.3) 76 (31.8) 187(29.7)
Income (10* won) f
<100 28(13.2) 12(6.7) 7(29) 47(75)
100-199 98 (46.2) 54(30.2) 79(33.1) 231(36.7)
200-299 47(22.2) 53(29.6) 83(36.8) 188(29.8)
300-399 13( 6.1) 30(16.8) 39(16.3) 82(13.0)
>400 6(28) 26 (14.5) 14( 5.9 46( 7.3)
* p<0.05 by Chi-square test
T p<0.01 by Linear - by - linear association test
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Table 2. Sociodemograhic characteristics whether save or not analgesics at home

Variables Saved Not saved
Relation™ Father 59(13.2) 37(21.4)
Mother 389(86.8) 136 (78.6)
Age (yrs) T Mean +SD 38.2+4.1 39.2+3.9
Child's age (yrs) * Mean +SD 9.4+2.0 9.8+18
Child’s sex Male 230(51.2) 87 (50.9)
Female 219 (48.8) 84(49.1)
Marital status Married 424 (96.4) 163 (96.4)
Widowed or divorced 16 ( 3.7) 6( 3.6)
Education <High school 224 (50.2) 98 (57.0)
>(College 222 (49.8) 74 (43.0)
Religion™ Buddism 111(25.3) 37(21.6)
Protestant 119 (27.2) 67(39.2)
Catholic 72(16.4) 16( 9.4)
No 136 (31.1) 51(29.8)
Income (10" won) <200 200 (47.3) 77(45.3)
200 - 299 134 (31.7) 54 (31.8)
=300 89 (21.0) 39 (23.0)

* p<0.05 by Chi-square test
T p<0.001 by t-test

¥ p<0.05 by t-test
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In Goo Lee, YuJin Paek: Parents” behavior related to the use of over-the-counter analgesics for elementary school children - focused in elementary school in Seoul

Table 3. The common symptoms when parents would be ready to give analgesics to
their children according to save or not analgesics at home

T £ pai Save Not saved M LD
e of pain ean+
yp P No. % No. %
Common cold 302 66.4 63 36.2 5.13+2.21
Headache f 128 28.1 24 13.8 4.96 +2.09
Abdominal pain 25 5.5 9 5.2 479+2.21
Fever ¥ 27 5.9 3 1.7 6.20 £2.22
Earache 16 3.5 4 2.3 6.38 +2.26
Toothache 17 3.7 5 2.9 5.00+2.60
Myalgia 11 2.4 2 1.1 5.40+1.35
* NRS (Numeric rating scale)
f p<0.001 by Chi-square test
I p<0.05 by Chi-square test
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Table 4. The number of house - keeping Xlilzj] 7}::]\7} utji HA:];}XH on]; jo]lslh
analgesics (N=457) o X B = Uo TE W L
73S B9} (p<0.05).
No. of analgesics N %
1 200 438 n =
2 163 35.7
3 51 11.1 Hoodre] giake F2 30u] b} 400 bl
4 22 48 e gl ol SR 255 sl
> 1 21 54 oz Azt g @ AT PR
S f (1)2 80.7% (630/702%) 2 wl$- kv ol kel
' SAzAR} AR SHEE B5-30%HE A
of vlal] wi-g- =2 SHEoldt SHEe] =2
FEE, T-108S TEL ool Buvh cle ghelddds Fal Avidel dste] w5l
AUl ABAE Foi A Aulel §F ARE @ PHnEos AdEth $9AF bl 833
ole} o] o] B Azl AxE 347%, FEEE (525/630M) o ohmirr) st o 7 weked] o)l
32.3%, A% BOKXZ vlwd HE WA #E 2] F5Hedl gup) ohwkrc) o Fesgk o3

Al Fo47} o F-of AL )it

3. FEX| Solet B Lol

LYY — [

At gatolell AEAE FoIdt T Foi3hA|

e Apololl el Fol7h gl A

). AR W Fel el wE Aol

& stk 3Folste] wla) thEel gl A AEA T

1o] frelabAl E3hehp<005). 18] Ssbakel <l
£

= A Fa, el Ao 1%, A

2t

ot

3

)

SAn ik (&

& ek Ze A,

AEAE Aol A FoI@ o) FHAEe] HET
7h A e AL A9l B, e Foln A vhe
& 8% FEISI) ol xolelA] Fe] FEo
Hele Bgo] AR A%V WAL BEel} TS
ez 5o Aust AalA o] diEew A
Ze).

Forward] i7-Vell4] 7bgel w3k AEAE 1
w opAleb]esllo] 96%, 771to] 829, Ak 7]
FAE 13%015lek. old] uls] & AT opiEotn]

L

183



of T Al 253 AP wlAHelE T ASA ARGl BE FRe| FF-AeA S I 25HuE e

Table 5. Analgesics kept at home and given to their children during the last month

Kept at home (N =630) Used in the past month (N=457)
Medication®
N % N %

Acetaminophen 343 54.4 54 11.8
Ibuprofen 318 50.5 42 9.2
Gevorin 78 12.4 8 6.2
Aspirin 59 94 4 0.9
Penzal tab 47 7.5 2 0.4
Saridon - a tab 26 4.1 3 0.7
Others 10 1.6 6 1.3

* multiple responses are permitted

Table 6. Factors related to whether analgesics were given or not during the last month

Variables Given Not given
Age (yrs) Mean +SD 37.91+4.28 38.569 +3.86
Relation Father 14(11.5) 81(16.4)
Mother 108 (88.5) 413(83.6)
Child’s age (yrs) Mena £+ SD 9.48 +2.23 956+ 1.84
Chid’s sex Male 68 (50.8) 251(51.2)
Female 61(49.2) 239 (48.8)
Marital status Married 118(96.7) 463 (96.3)
Widowed of divorced 4( 3.2) 18( 3.7)
Education™ Below high 52(42.3) 266 (54.4)
College 71(57.7) 223 (45.6)
Religion Buddism 32(26.7) 114(23.5)
Protestant 32(26.7) 152(31.3)
Catholic 18 (15.0) 70(14.4)
No 38(31.7) 147 (30.3)
Income (10* won) <200 53 (42.7) 221(44.3)
200 -299 44 (35.5) 142 (28.5)
300> 24(19.4) 104(20.8)
Grade (year) 1-3 63 (50.8) 245 (49.1)
4-6 61(49.2) 254 (50.9)
No. of having analgesics t 1 44 (35.5) 151(46.5)
2 51(41.1) 112(34.5)
3 13(10.5) 37(11.4)
4 8( 6.5) 13( 4.0)
>5 8( 6.5) 12( 3.7)

* p<0.05 by Chi-square test
t p<0.05 by Linear - by -linear association test
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In Goo Lee, YuJin Paek: Parents” behavior related to the use of over-the-counter analgesics for elementary school children - focused in elementary school in Seoul
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In Goo Lee, YuJin Paek: Parents” behavior related to the use of over-the-counter analgesics for elementary school children - focused in elementary school in Seoul

— Abstract—

Parents’ behavior related to the use of over -the -counter analgesics for
elementary school children
-focused in elementary school in Seoul -

In Goo Lee, Yu Jin Paek*

Dongguk University Department of Family medicine, Hallym University College of Medicine*

Background: Among the over -the -counter drugs, non-opioid analgesics are widely used in
Korea. Non-opioid analgesics may have potential adverse effects such as side effects, toler-
ance, and addiction when used inappropriately. Moreover, children have less power to make a
rational decisions than adults. Therefore, the role of parents in analgesic use is more and more
important in children. This study was designed to investigate the frequency of use of analge-
sics in children and the behavior of parents administering them.

Methods: From April to May 2000, we collected questionnaires on the use of analgesics for
relieving children’s pain which were completed by parents from 3 elementary schools in Seoul.
Student t-test and linear by linear test were applied to compare the difference between anal-
gesic - administered group and non -administered group.

Results: The subjects were 630 parents among 702 respondents. Common reason for the par-
ents to administer analgesics to their children were common cold, headache, abdominal pain etc.
Pain severity were high in earache and fever and lower in abdominal pain and headache.
Among the total 457 (72.1%) parents were said to have kept analgesics at home. Acetaminophen
and ibuprofen were the most common kept analgesics at home. Were more analgesic - keeping
house likely to analgesics at home. Younger parents, younger children and mothers. Only 25.4%
among those with analgesics at home gave analgesics during the last month. The administration
rate was higher in the higher education levels (P<0.05), and increased linear by linear accord-
ing to the number of house -keeping analgesics (P <0.05).

Conclusion: Seventy two percent of parents kept analgesics at home. But only a quarter of
the parents gave analgesics to their children. The administration rate of analgesics in relieving
pain in children by their parents was higher in the highly educated parents group and showed
linear increase in proportion to the number of house -keeping analgesics. (J Korean Acad Fam Med
2002;23 : 179-188)

Keywords: children, analgesics, parents, behavior
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