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— Abstract—

Attitude and knowledge of residents on domestic violence

In Goo Lee, Yu Jin Paek* Min Su Park®* In Sun Park***

Dept. of Family Medicine, Dongguk University College of Medicine,
Dept. of Family Medicine, Hallym University College of Medicine*,

ok k

Chungbuk Umsung Public Health Center**, Dept. of Social Welfare, Ewha Women’s University

Background: Nowadays there is an upsurge of, social concern on domestic violence. The role of
doctors in the prevention and screening of domestic violence is becoming important. Therefore, we
selected medical residents to find out about the attitude and knowledge of doctors on domestic vi-
olence.

Methods: From 2000 March to October, we surveyed questionnaires to residents. The contents
included the attitude on the victims, assailants and the children of domestic violence, whether
they had the will to report domestic violence to the police or not, and finally the knowledge
about the law on domestic violence.

Results: Among 210 residents, 95 (45.2%) answered. Almost 90% of the subjects agreed to the
necessity of social intervention on the assailants. And most residents agreed that the psychosocial
impact of domestic violence to the exposed children was important. 65 (68.4%) residents said they
would report to the police when they recognized victims of domestic violence during their consulta-
tion. 27-68% answered correctly about the law related to domestic violence. 40% agreed to the
need of education for domestic violence.

Conclusion: The residents had little knowledge on domestic violence law. Therefore, it is essen-
tial for residents to be educated accordingly. The factors of marital status and sexual difference
of doctors on domestic violence should be investigated. (J Korean Acad Fam Med 2002;23 : 344 -
352)

Keywords: domestic violence, resident, knowledge, attitude
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