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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of study subjects

(N=383).
Characteristics No. (%)
Sex Male 170 (44.4)
Female 213 (55.6)
Age <19 7(1.8)
(Years) 20~29 82 (21.4)
30~39 83 (21.7)
40~49 83 (21.7)
50~59 66 (17.2)
>60 62 (16.2)
Education <Primary school graduate 61 (15.9)
Middle school graduate 48 (12.6)
High school graduate 151 (39.4)
>College and university 123 (32.1)
Occupation Office workers 46 (12.0)
Laborer 27 (7.0)
Specialist 51 (13.3)
Housewife 80 (20.9)
Private work 43 (11.2)
Farming, Fishery 42 (11.0)
Service 18 (4.7)
Student 25 (65)
No occupation 41 (10.7)
Others 10 (2.6)
Monthly None 123 (32.1)
income <1,000,000 83 (21.7)
(Won) 1,000,000 ~2,000,000 115 (30.0)
2,000,000~3,000,000 39 (10.2)
>3,000,000 23 (6.0)
Area Urban 292 (76.2)
Rural 88 (23.0)
Others 3 (0.8)
Chronic Yes 120 (31.3)
disease No 263 (68.7)
Medical Medical insurance 356 (93.0)
security  Medical care 22 (5.7)
No 5 (1.3)
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Table 2. Knowledge of separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine.

Characteristics Yes (%) No (%) Total (%)

Age* (years) <19 3 (429) 4 (571) 7 (100.0)
20~29 65 (79.3) 17 (20.7) 82 (100.0)

30~39 68 (81.9) 15 (181) 83 (100.0)

40~49 69 (83.1) 14 (16.9) 83 (100.0)

50~59 39 (59.1) 27 (409) 66 (100.0)

>60 37 (59.7) 25 (40.3) 62 (100.0)

Education* <Primary school graduate 32 (525) 29 (475) 61 (100.0)
Middle school graduate 31 (64.6) 17 (35.4) 48 (100.0)

High school graduate 113 (74.8) 3R (25.2) 151 (100.0)

>College and university 105 (85.4) 18 (14.6) 123 (100.0)

Monthly < 1,000,000 57 (68.7) 26 (31.3) 83 (100.0)
income (won) 1,000,000 ~2,000,000 97 (84.3) 18 (15.7) 115 (100.0)
2,000,000 ~ 3,000,000 27 (69.2) 12 (30.8) 39 (100.0)

>3,000,000 19 (82.6) 4 (174) 23 (100.0)

Area* Urban 228 (78.1) 64 (21.9) 292 (100.0)
Rural 52 (59.1) 36 (40.9) 83 (100.0)

Chronic Yes 83 (73.3) 32 (26.7) 120 (100.0)
disease No 193 (73.4) 70 (26.6) 263 (100.0)

*P <0.05.
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Table 3. Attitude of separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine.

Characteristics Positive (%) Negative (%)
Age (years) <19 2 (286) 5 (71.4)
20~29 29 (35.4) 53 (64.6)
30~39 24 (28.9) 59 (71.1)
40~49 12 (14.5) 71 (85.5)
50~59 14 (21.2) 52 (78.8)
>60 15 (24.2) 47 (75.8)
Education* <Primary school graduate 10 (16.4) 51 (83.6)
Middle school graduate 9 (188) 39 (81.2)
High school graduate 36 (23.8) 115 (76.2)
>College and university 41 (33.3) 82 (66.7)
Monthly income (won) <1,000,000 20 (24.1) 63 (75.9)
1,000,000~ 2,000,000 34 (29.6) 81 (70.4)
2,000,000~ 3,000,000 9 (23.1) 30 (76.9)
>3,000,000 6 (26.1) 17 (73.9)
Area Urban 74 (25.3) 218 (74.7)
Rural 22 (25.0) 66 (75.0)
Chronic disease Yes 24 (20.0) 96 (80.0)
No 72 (274) 191 (72.6)
*P<0.05.
Table 4. Time and cost change.
Increase (%) No change (%) Decrease (%) Total (%)
Time 290 (75.7) 81 (21.2) 12 (3.1) 383 (100.0)
Cost 288 (75.2) 72 (18.8) 23 (6.0) 383 (100.0)
& %7 ge AEdD SuRdEd, 24 2L o (Broe F7RE s1eL0e Wah ¢
2T 1939(67.3%)0] EHs}7] Wi, 53W(185%) T 1298(31%)> At thal §H3l3 L, X & H|
2 U 95 A 9A] 7] w&, 349 |2 288 (75.2%)°] =7}ttt 729 (18.8%)2
(11.8%)2 Hl-go] o] 7] wiFolztal stem,  wshr) glok 233 60‘7 2 AT SR
78(24%)2 7et T olfr wWEolZtal SR THE 4). ARETHY HRloEE 1827(62.8%)2
o eSS, oofiglol thal £ BEE B o=Y)RelA RO oY RE@AR0L of
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o, 2 9 37%810.3%)2 Hl-& F7) 35 (0.8%) AW ¢F Fof SVIA I} HE3 739 4475 (37.6%),
& A uke- ofo] ok=tof] FH|E|R] oFobr 19(03%) B REFT A A$ 69 (G.1%), 71EH] o]f 79
& 7E} Ao w FAAREY SEIA. (6.09%)°] At
Table 5. Satisfaction at separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine.
(No. (%))
. Not Tolerably Untolerably
Characteristics uncomfortable uncomfortable uncomfortable Others
Age* (years) <19 0 (0.0) 5 (71.4) 2 (286) 0 (0.0)
20~29 9 (11.0) 63 (76.8) 10 (12.2) 0 (0.0
30~39 3 (36) 63 (75.9) 17 (20.5) 0 (0.0
40~49 0 (0.0) 69 (83.1) 14 (16.9) 0 (0.0
50~59 5 (76) 47 (71.2) 14 (21.2) 0 (0.0)
>60 8 (129) 33 (53.2) 20 (32.3) 1(16)
Education* <Primary school grad. 8 (13.1) 33 (54.1) 20 (32.8) 0 (0.0)
Middle school grad. 5 (104) 34 (70.8) 9 (18.8) 0 (0.0)
High school grad. 6 (4.0) 118 (78.1) 26 (17.2) 1 (0.7
>College and university 6 (4.9) 9% (77.2) 22 (179) 0 (0.0)
Monthly <1,000,000 6 (7.2) 60 (72.3) 17 (205) 0 (0.0
income 1,000,000 ~2,000,000 5 (4.3 89 (77.4) 21 (18.3) 0 (0.0
(won) 2,000,000~ 3,000,000 2 (G.1) 30 (76.9) 7 (18.0) 0 (0.0
> 3,000,000 0 (0.0) 18 (78.3) 5 (21.7) 0 (0.0
Area Urban 16 (55) 219 (75.0) 56 (19.2) 1 (0.3)
Rural 9 (10.2) 59 (67.1) 20 (22.7) 0 (0.0
Chronic Yes 10 8.3) 82 (68.4) 28 (23.3) 0 (0.0
disease No 15 (6.7) 198 (75.3) 49 (18.6) 1 (04)
*P<0.05.

Grad. = Graduate.
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Table 6. Continuous practice of separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine.

Characteristics

Positive (%)

Negative (%)

Unknown (%)

Age (years)* <19 2 (286) 4 (57.1) 1 (14.3)
20~29 19 (23.2) 38 (46.3) 25 (305)

30~39 19 (229) 47 (56.6) 17 (20.5)

40~49 12 (14.4) 58 (69.9) 13 (15.7)

50~59 9 (136) 47 (71.2) 10 (15.2)

>60 6 (9.7) 40 (64.5) 16 (25.8)

Education* <Primary school graduate 4 (6.5) 40 (65.6) 17 (27.9)
Middle school graduate 4 (84) 34 (70.8) 10 (20.8)

High school graduate 29 (19.2) 91 (60.3) 31 (20.5)

>College and university 30 (24.4) 69 (56.1) 24 (19.5)

Monthly <1,000,000 15 (18.1) 46 (55.4) 22 (26.5)
income 1,000,000 ~2,000,000 25 (21.8) 68 (59.1) 22 (19.1)
(won) 2,000,000~ 3,000,000 9 (23.1) 26 (66.7) 4 (10.2)
>3,000,000 4 (174) 16 (69.6) 3 (13.0)

Area Urban 53 (18.2) 177 (60.6) 62 (21.2)
Rural 14 (15.9) 55 (62.5) 19 (21.6)

Chronic Yes 14 (11.7) &4 (70.0) 22 (18.3)
disease* No 53 (20.2) 150 (57.0) 60 (22.8)

*P<0.05.
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( Abstractj

A Survey on the Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice of
Separation of Prescribing and Dispensing Medicine

-Among Patients of Family Medicine Clinic in an University Hospital-

Hyuk Jung Kweon, M.D., Kyung Wan Rho, M.D., Hyeong Su Kim, M.D.*,
Dong Young Cho, M.D., Myong Sei Sohn, M.D.**, Bang Bu Yoon, M.D.***

Department of Family Medicine, KonKuk University College of Medicine,
*Department of Preventive Medicine, KonKuk University College of Medicine,
**Department of Preventive Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine,

***Department of Family Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine

Background: In Korea, the separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine was finally accepted as a medical
policy in July, 2000, after a long period of discussion and study which was started in 1963. Now a year after
the policy started, we investigated the knowledge, attitude, and practice of separation of prescribing and
dispensing medicine.

Methods: Information, concerning whether the policy was effectively carried out and well understood, were
gathered from 383 patients, who visited an university hospital from August 20 to September 1, 2001.
Results: The results revealed that 73.1% of the subjects knew the policy precisely. However, only 1.6% of them
could answer all four questions on the purpose of the policy. The old-aged, the low educated, the low
socioeconomic groups and the residents in agricultural area revealed poor understanding of the policy (P<
0.05). Among the total, 74.9% showed negative response toward the policy. Time and cost increment were
75.7% and 75.2%, respectively. Among them 61.1% revealed negative attitude towards continuance the policy
and 93.2% revealed dissatisfaction of the policy.

Conclusion: The knowledge of the policy was relatively high. However, negative attitudes prevailed on the
continuance of the policy. Therefore, more solutions and better strategies for the problems of prescribing and

dispensing medicine would be needed. (J Korean Acad Fam Med 2002;23:1088-1201)

Key words: separation of prescribing and dispensing medicine, knowledge, attitude, practice, degree of satis-
faction, effectiveness
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